
When Should You Contact a Pasadena 
Criminal Lawyer for Criminal Threats 
Charges? 
Facing allegations of making criminal threats can be a frightening and overwhelming 
experience. Even if no physical harm occurred, prosecutors may still pursue serious charges 
that can lead to fines, probation, or even jail time. If you have been accused of threatening 
someone verbally, through text messages, social media posts, emails, or other forms of 
communication, it is important to understand your legal rights and seek professional 
guidance immediately. A skilled Pasadena Criminal Lawyer can help you navigate the legal 
process and build a strong defense from the very beginning. 

Understanding Criminal Threats Charges 
Criminal threats charges generally involve allegations that a person willfully threatened to 
commit a crime that could result in serious injury or death to another person. These cases 
often arise during heated arguments, family disputes, workplace conflicts, or online 
interactions. However, not every angry statement or emotional outburst qualifies as a 
criminal threat under the law. 

Because these cases often rely heavily on witness statements, recorded communications, 
and the interpretation of intent, the assistance of an experienced Criminal Threats Lawyer 
can be critical. An attorney can evaluate the facts, identify weaknesses in the prosecution's 
case, and protect your rights throughout the legal process. 

Contact a Lawyer Immediately After Learning of an 
Investigation 
One of the most important times to contact a Pasadena Criminal Lawyer is when you first 
learn that law enforcement is investigating you. Many people mistakenly believe they can 
explain the situation themselves and avoid charges. Unfortunately, statements made to 
investigators can sometimes be misunderstood or used against them later. 

A lawyer can communicate with law enforcement on your behalf and help ensure that you do 
not unintentionally harm your defense. Early legal intervention may even help prevent 
charges from being filed in some situations. 

Seek Legal Help After an Arrest 
If you have already been arrested for criminal threats, contacting a Criminal Threats Lawyer 
should be your top priority. An arrest does not automatically mean a conviction, but the 
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decisions you make in the hours and days following your arrest can significantly impact your 
case. 

Your attorney can review the evidence, challenge improper procedures, negotiate with 
prosecutors, and advocate for your release when appropriate. Having legal representation 
early can also help preserve evidence that may support your defense. 

When You Receive a Court Summons 
Some individuals learn about criminal threats allegations when they receive a court 
summons rather than being arrested. Even if the accusation seems minor or exaggerated, it 
should never be ignored. 

A knowledgeable Pasadena Criminal Lawyer can explain the charges, prepare you for court 
appearances, and develop a defense strategy tailored to your circumstances. Missing 
deadlines or failing to appear in court can create additional legal complications, making 
prompt legal assistance essential. 

If the Allegations Are Based on Text Messages or 
Social Media 
Modern criminal threats cases frequently involve digital communications. Text messages, 
emails, social media posts, and direct messages can all become evidence in a criminal case. 

If allegations against you involve online communications, a Criminal Threats Lawyer can 
analyze the context of the messages and determine whether they truly meet the legal 
requirements for a criminal threat. In many cases, statements may have been taken out of 
context, misinterpreted, or presented without important background information. 

When the Accuser Has a Personal Motive 
False accusations can occur in emotionally charged situations such as divorces, custody 
disputes, workplace disagreements, or conflicts between neighbors. In these circumstances, 
the accuser may have reasons to exaggerate or misrepresent what was said. 

A skilled Pasadena Criminal Lawyer can investigate the accuser's credibility, review 
available evidence, and identify inconsistencies in their claims. Thorough investigation often 
plays a crucial role in defending against criminal threats charges. 

Before Speaking to Prosecutors 
Many individuals believe that cooperating directly with prosecutors will help resolve their 
case quickly. However, prosecutors are focused on building cases based on available 
evidence. 



Before discussing your case with prosecutors or investigators, consult a Criminal Threats 
Lawyer who can advise you on the best course of action. Legal counsel can help ensure that 
your rights remain protected throughout every stage of the process. 

If You Have Prior Criminal Charges 
Prior criminal history can affect how prosecutors approach a criminal threats case. 
Individuals with previous convictions may face increased scrutiny and potentially harsher 
consequences if convicted. 

A Pasadena Criminal Lawyer can assess how prior legal matters may influence your current 
case and work to minimize potential penalties. Experienced legal representation becomes 
especially important when previous criminal allegations are involved. 

The Benefits of Early Legal Representation 
The earlier you contact a Criminal Threats Lawyer, the more opportunities there may be to 
build an effective defense. Early representation allows your attorney to: 

●​ Review evidence before it is lost or altered. 
●​ Interview witnesses while memories are fresh. 
●​ Identify constitutional violations. 
●​ Challenge weak or insufficient evidence. 
●​ Negotiate with prosecutors when appropriate. 
●​ Protect your legal rights from the start. 

Waiting too long to seek legal help can limit available defense options and make the situation 
more difficult to resolve. 

Final Thoughts 
Criminal threats allegations should never be taken lightly. Whether you are under 
investigation, have been arrested, or recently received notice of criminal charges, contacting 
a qualified Pasadena Criminal Lawyer as soon as possible can make a significant difference 
in your case. An experienced Criminal Threats Lawyer can evaluate the evidence, explain 
your legal options, and work toward the best possible outcome. 

Taking immediate action helps protect your rights, strengthens your defense, and ensures 
that you have professional guidance during every step of the legal process. 
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