
Understanding Hit and Run Laws in Los 
Angeles: What Every Driver Should Know 
Hit and run accidents are taken very seriously in California, especially in a busy metropolitan 
area like Los Angeles. With heavy traffic, dense population, and constant road activity, 
collisions are unfortunately common. However, what separates a simple accident from a 
criminal case is leaving the scene without fulfilling legal duties. Understanding hit and run 
laws in Los Angeles is essential for every driver to avoid severe penalties and long-term 
consequences. 

In this article, we break down what constitutes a hit and run offense, the legal obligations 
after an accident, potential penalties, and why consulting a Hit and Run Lawyer Los 
Angeles can make a critical difference in your defense. 

What Is a Hit and Run in Los Angeles? 

A hit and run occurs when a driver is involved in a traffic accident and leaves the scene 
without stopping to provide information or assistance. Under California law, drivers are 
required to stop immediately after an accident, regardless of fault. 

There are two main types of hit and run offenses in California: 

●​ Misdemeanor hit and run: Involves property damage only (such as hitting another 
vehicle, fence, or structure). 

●​ Felony hit and run: Involves injury or death to another person. 

Even if the accident seems minor, leaving the scene can still lead to criminal charges. 

Legal Duties After an Accident in Los Angeles 

California law requires drivers involved in an accident to take specific steps. Failure to follow 
these duties may result in criminal prosecution. 

After a collision, you must: 

1.​ Stop your vehicle immediately at the scene. 
2.​ Check for injuries and call emergency services if needed. 
3.​ Exchange information such as name, address, insurance, and driver’s license 

number. 
4.​ Provide reasonable assistance to injured parties. 
5.​ Report the accident to law enforcement if required. 

Failing to perform any of these duties can lead to serious consequences, especially in Los 
Angeles where law enforcement actively investigates traffic violations. 
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Penalties for Hit and Run Offenses in California 

The penalties for hit and run charges depend on whether the incident involved property 
damage or injury. 

Misdemeanor Hit and Run 

●​ Up to 6 months in county jail 
●​ Fines up to $1,000 
●​ Probation 
●​ Points on your driving record 

Felony Hit and Run 

●​ 16 months to 4 years in state prison 
●​ Significant fines 
●​ Restitution to victims 
●​ Long-term license suspension 

In cases involving serious injury or death, courts may impose even harsher penalties. A 
conviction can also affect employment opportunities, insurance rates, and immigration 
status. 

Why Drivers Leave the Scene 

Many people assume hit and run incidents only involve reckless or criminal intent. However, 
in reality, drivers may leave the scene for several reasons: 

●​ Panic or fear of legal consequences 
●​ Lack of insurance 
●​ Driving under the influence 
●​ Misunderstanding legal responsibilities 
●​ Minor accidents that are underestimated 

Regardless of the reason, leaving the scene is still a criminal offense under California law. 

Defense Strategies in Hit and Run Cases 

If you are accused of a hit and run, there are several possible legal defenses depending on 
the situation. An experienced Hit and Run Lawyer Los Angeles may argue: 

●​ You were not aware an accident occurred 
●​ There was no significant damage or injury 
●​ You left the scene due to emergency circumstances 
●​ Mistaken identity or lack of evidence 
●​ You returned to the scene shortly after the incident 



Each case is unique, and building a strong defense requires careful examination of police 
reports, witness statements, and available video evidence. 

Importance of Hiring a Hit and Run Lawyer in Los Angeles 

Facing hit and run charges without legal representation can be risky. The legal system in Los 
Angeles is complex, and penalties can escalate quickly without proper defense. 

A skilled Hit and Run Lawyer Los Angeles can help by: 

●​ Investigating the accident thoroughly 
●​ Negotiating with prosecutors for reduced charges 
●​ Challenging weak or incomplete evidence 
●​ Representing you in court proceedings 
●​ Protecting your driving privileges and record 

Having an attorney ensures your rights are protected throughout the legal process and 
increases the chances of a favorable outcome. 

Role of Abogados Penalistas en Los Angeles 

For Spanish-speaking individuals, communication with the legal system can be challenging. 
This is where abogados penalistas en los angeles play a crucial role. They provide 
bilingual legal support and ensure clients fully understand their rights and case details. 

These attorneys assist with: 

●​ Explaining criminal charges in Spanish 
●​ Guiding clients through court procedures 
●​ Providing culturally sensitive legal representation 
●​ Building strong defense strategies tailored to each case 

Access to bilingual legal representation ensures no important detail is misunderstood, which 
can significantly impact the outcome of a case. 

Final Thoughts 

Hit and run laws in Los Angeles are strict and carry serious consequences. Whether the 
incident involves property damage or personal injury, the legal system treats these offenses 
as criminal acts. Understanding your responsibilities as a driver is the first step in avoiding 
legal trouble. 

If you are facing allegations, consulting a Hit and Run Lawyer Los Angeles is essential to 
protect your rights and build a strong defense. For Spanish-speaking clients, abogados 
penalistas en los angeles provide valuable support and ensure clear communication 
throughout the legal process. 
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Being informed, acting responsibly, and seeking legal help when needed can make a 
significant difference in the outcome of any hit and run case in California. 
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