
Step-by-Step Process of a Federal 
Criminal Case Explained by Defense 
Lawyers 
Facing federal criminal charges can be overwhelming, especially if you don’t understand 
how the legal process works. A skilled Federal Criminal Defense Lawyer plays a critical role 
in guiding defendants through each stage of the case, ensuring their rights are protected and 
building a strong defense strategy. In serious situations, individuals may also seek guidance 
from a Homicide Lawyer Los Angeles when dealing with complex or violent crime 
allegations. 

1. Investigation Phase 
Every federal criminal case begins with an investigation conducted by agencies such as the 
FBI, DEA, or IRS. This phase can last months or even years as authorities gather evidence. 

During this time, hiring a Federal Criminal Defense Lawyer is highly beneficial. Early legal 
intervention helps protect your rights and prevents self-incrimination. Your lawyer may also 
communicate with investigators on your behalf. 

2. Filing of Charges 
Once sufficient evidence is collected, federal prosecutors present the case to a grand jury. If 
the grand jury finds probable cause, it issues an indictment. 

An indictment officially charges the defendant with a federal crime. At this stage, having an 
experienced Federal Criminal Defense Lawyer becomes essential to begin building a 
defense strategy. 

3. Arrest and Initial Appearance 
After charges are filed, the defendant may be arrested or asked to appear voluntarily in 
court. The initial appearance includes: 

●​ Explanation of charges 
●​ Advising the defendant of their rights 
●​ Bail or detention decision 

In severe cases involving violent crimes, consulting a Homicide Lawyer Los Angeles may 
also be necessary. 

https://dcdlaw.com/federal-crimes/


4. Arraignment 
During the arraignment, the defendant enters a plea: 

●​ Guilty 
●​ Not guilty 
●​ No contest 

Most defense attorneys recommend pleading “not guilty” initially. This allows your Federal 
Criminal Defense Lawyer time to evaluate evidence and prepare a strong defense. 

5. Discovery Phase 
The discovery phase is when both sides exchange evidence. The prosecution must provide: 

●​ Documents 
●​ Witness statements 
●​ Expert reports 

A Federal Criminal Defense Lawyer carefully reviews this information to identify weaknesses 
in the case and may file motions to exclude improperly obtained evidence. 

6. Pre-Trial Motions and Hearings 
Before the trial begins, defense lawyers can file important motions such as: 

Common Pre-Trial Motions: 

●​ Motion to dismiss charges 
●​ Motion to suppress evidence 
●​ Motion to change venue 

These motions can significantly impact the outcome of the case. A Homicide Lawyer Los 
Angeles often uses aggressive pre-trial strategies in high-stakes cases. 

7. Plea Bargaining 
Many federal cases are resolved through plea agreements instead of going to trial. In a plea 
bargain: 

●​ The defendant pleads guilty to reduced charges 
●​ The prosecution offers a lighter sentence 

A skilled Federal Criminal Defense Lawyer negotiates the best possible terms while 
protecting the client’s long-term interests. 



8. Trial 
If no plea agreement is reached, the case proceeds to trial. This includes: 

Trial Process: 

●​ Jury selection 
●​ Opening statements 
●​ Presentation of evidence 
●​ Witness testimony 
●​ Cross-examination 
●​ Closing arguments 

The goal of the Federal Criminal Defense Lawyer is to create reasonable doubt in the minds 
of the jury. In complex cases, a Homicide Lawyer Los Angeles brings specialized 
courtroom expertise. 

9. Verdict 
After both sides present their case, the jury deliberates and reaches a verdict: 

●​ Guilty 
●​ Not guilty 

If the defendant is found not guilty, they are free to go. If found guilty, the case proceeds to 
sentencing. 

10. Sentencing 
Federal sentencing follows strict guidelines. The judge considers: 

●​ Severity of the crime 
●​ Criminal history 
●​ Federal sentencing guidelines 

A Federal Criminal Defense Lawyer argues for reduced penalties and presents mitigating 
factors to the court. 

11. Appeals 
If legal errors occurred during the trial, the defendant has the right to appeal. This involves 
asking a higher court to review the case. 

An experienced Federal Criminal Defense Lawyer can identify appeal opportunities and work 
to overturn or reduce the conviction. 

https://dcdlaw.com/criminal-defense/homicide-crime/


Conclusion 
Understanding the federal criminal case process is crucial for anyone facing serious 
charges. Each stage—from investigation to appeals—requires careful legal handling. 

Hiring a qualified Federal Criminal Defense Lawyer ensures that your rights are protected at 
every step. In more serious or violent cases, consulting a Homicide Lawyer Los Angeles can 
provide specialized legal support. 

Taking early action and securing the right legal representation can significantly impact the 
outcome of your case. 
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